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2011 Priority Agenda
YOUTH POWER! is a New York statewide network of young people who have been labeled and are seeking change.  We have experience with many different types of services that are overseen and funded by federal, state and local governments. Together we have decided to speak up about our experiences because we believe that no one knows what life is like for us better than we do.  We speak for ourselves. This 2011 Priority Agenda outlines or top advocacy priorities for the year. We are the voices of the marginalized, disconnected and institutionalized. Together we stand for change. 
Youth Involvement & Peer Support:
We find the hope, empowerment, information and support we get from organized peer support to be one of the most positive influences in our lives. We are passionate about being involved in matters that directly affect us.  We will work to increase youth involvement and peer support on all levels, in all communities. 
· Ensure that every locality has funded peer run support services for youth, young adults and their families.   

· Ensure official and permanent structures for youth and young adults to maintain a voice in the state policy making which directly affects them.

Reduce and Eliminate Restraint and Seclusion Across Systems:
We believe in the use of calming tools, healing environments and trauma informed care. We will work to ensure that restraint and seclusion reduction and elimination is a priority across ALL systems.  These traumatizing and dangerous practices must end.  
· Support H.R. 4247: Keeping All Students Safe Act to prevent and reduce the use of physical restraint and seclusion in schools, and for other purposes.

· Support funding for trauma informed care trainings to reduce restraint in the Office of Mental Health (OMH), Office of People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD), Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS), Office of Child & Family Services (OCFS) and the New York State Education Department (NYSED).

· Mandate reporting of restraint and seclusion instances in all state licensed programs.

Juvenile Justice Reform:
The unnecessary incarceration of youth must end. We need more community supports and youth development programs. We will ensure our human rights are met.
· Young people must be involved in every stage of the reform of the Juvenile Justice system. 

· Savings from the closing of facilities must be reinvested in strength-based, youth driven, community supports such as youth peer advocacy, peer-to-peer family support and mentoring programs for youth that are at risk or involved in the Juvenile Justice system.
Increase Monitoring and Oversight of Psychiatric Medication:
At every YP! event young people speak about the belief that they are over-medicated. We deserve to be educated and involved in medication decisions.  We believe there are many misuses and abuses of psychiatric medications in child-serving systems, and in many cases, these are direct violations of human rights.  We must increase monitoring of prescribing practices and their outcomes.
· Ensure education and informed choice for youth about medications and treatment planning.

· Monitor prescribing practices in state operated programs especially in regards to medications that are not approved for use with children.

 
Increase Monitoring and Oversight of all Youth Residential Facilities:
Young people throughout the state and nation are speaking out about human rights violations in unregulated youth residential facilities.  Young people’s courage to share their stories has inspired a national movement.  New York must stop looking the other way and do something about these offenses.
· All residential treatment programs should require licenses for their residential and medical components and should be regulated in terms of their educational services. Additionally, there must be serious consequences for violating the terms of the facilities licensure or accreditation.

 
Education:
Young people with disabilities and/or experiences in various state systems deserve the highest level of education.  We will pursue our right to a quality education and involvement in our education planning.
· Support a name change of the “Individual Education Plan (IEP) Diploma” through the NYS Education Department, to not call it a Diploma. For example it could be called an “IEP Certificate of Completion”.

· Support the restructuring of the new “IEP Certificate” to be more descriptive of students’ actual skill level when exiting high school.

· Support legislation requiring that Disability History Awareness be taught as part of the standard NYS Curriculum.  Bill:  A.2242, S.3159

 
Foster Care:
We deserve and need love.  We must have the opportunity to make informed choices and not be segregated from our communities and peers.

· Ensure all young people entering foster care receive their Rights Handbook.

 

Stop and Prevent Bullying:
We believe that bullying and discrimination should not be tolerated and victims deserve the highest level of respect and protection. We feel bullies need youth-driven support and positive interventions.
· Support bullying prevention and intervention programs not only in schools but also in communities and on the Internet. 

 
YOUTH POWER! is a Proud Part of Families Together in New York State
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