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PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT 
GERARD W. WALLACE, ESQ., CHAIR  

BRAD HANSEN, PUBLIC POLICY DIRECTOR 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019 
 

Since the Families Together (FTNYS) Annual Conference on May 5, the Public Policy Committee has met by 

conference call two times, including Thursday, June 14, 2019, at 9 a.m and Thursday August 8th, 2019, at 9 

a.m. The calls were attended by committee members along with FTNYS CEO Paige Pierce, Public Policy 

Director Brad Hansen, and FTNYS’ contracted lobbyist, Mrs. Karin Carreau of Carreau Consulting.  

 

2019 NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION RECAP:  
The 2019 New York State legislative session concluded on June 21st with the Senate gaveling out just before 

1:00am and the Assembly following suit after pulling an all-nighter at nearly 7:00am.  It was, by all accounts, a 

chock full six months with an unprecedented number of new legislators (17 in the Senate alone), a new majority 

in the upper house, new committee chairs and members and an entirely new dynamic between the Legislature 

and the Executive.  While all three factions took their victory laps in what has been billed Albany’s most 

progressive session in history, conservative members sounded the alarm on a number of issues as being too tax 

burden heavy. 

 

Throughout the six-month session, bills that have been stagnant for years (decades in some instances) saw a 

glidepath for passage.  Issues such as, the Women’s Reproductive Health Act, the Green Light Bill (an initiative 

allowing undocumented immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses), the Child Victims Act,  Bail Reform 

(essentially ending most cash bail), banning single use plastic bags, the DREAM Act (allowing undocumented 

students access to State administered grants and scholarships), NYC rent control, permanent property tax caps, 

equal pay, elimination of carbon emissions and several initiatives strengthening LGBTQ rights.   

 

However, the Legislature simply ran out of time on several bills and as the final days of session ticked by it 

became apparent that agreements would not be reached prior to the final bell tolling.  High profile issues such as 

the legalization of marijuana (instead a deal was brokered to decriminalize small amounts), paid surrogacy, and 

automatic voting were shelved until next session.   

 

As previously reported, despite the crowded field of voices volleying for attention, Families Together in New 

York State had an audible voice on a number of vitally important issues this session such as; funding of the 

Families First Transition Funding ($3 million), expansion of the Mental Health Parity law, assuring PINS 

funding (and clarifying allowable use of funding for prevention and respite) and Raise the Age Funding.  All 

such issues were resolved in the context of the budget.  Post budget, we focused on several other issues; funding 

for a new FTNYS substance abuse family peer program initiative, continued funding for the FTNYS RTA 

Navigator Program and phase two of Raise the Age. 

 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS:  

INCLUDED: Behavioral Health Insurance Parity Reforms (BHIPR). This budget includes a 

comprehensive overhaul of New York State’s Insurance Law aimed at dramatically curtailing health 

insurance/health plan practices that restrict New Yorkers suffering from Mental Health Conditions (MHCs), 

Substance Use Disorders (SUDs) and Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs), from accessing their health 

insurance benefits for care and treatment.   

 

The BHIPR sets the landmark federal Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (MHPAEA) as 

the new standard and goes further-- prohibiting financial requirements or treatment limitations for MHCs, 
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SUDs, and ASDs that are more restrictive than those applied to medical and surgical benefits under the policy. 

The main provisions include: 

 

• Prohibiting preauthorization and concurrent utilization review of SUD 

services during the initial 28 days of treatment. 

• Prohibiting preauthorization and concurrent utilization review of 

inpatient psychiatric services for youth services during the initial 14 

days of treatment; 

• Clinical review criteria used by utilization review agents must be 

approved by the Commissioner of the OMH or designated by the Commissioner 

of OASAS. 

• Additional funding resources for staffing at DFS and DOH to handle 

oversight and enforcement of parity. 

 

INCLUDED:  Funding for the Family Peer Substance Abuse Program. With regard to the Substance Abuse 

program, we are happy to report that FTNYS was included in an Assembly Resolution in the final days of 

session for $100,000.  We hope (and will continue to advocate for) continued funding for this vital program in 

next years cycle as well.   

 

UNCLEAR: Funding for the Raise the Age Peer Navigator Program. The fate of the RTA Navigator 

Program remains in the balance as it remains unclear if the Senate was able to secure ongoing funds this year.  

We met with them earlier in the week and they continue to seek clarification regarding the fate of the funds.  

This is a similar scenario to last year; however, the dynamic has shifted in upper house, proving to add a hurdle.  

However, we are working with the Executive Chamber to identify potential sources of funding for the program 

(given the fact that they’re quite supportive of its mission).  We will keep you apprised of the details as they 

evolve. 

 

INCLUDED:  Funding for Raise the Age, PINS Reform, and reforms that support youth justice. This 

budget increases State funding for Raise the Age implementation to $200M to support significant investments 

in local communities that are creating the continuum of services and programs necessary to serve youth.  

 

Regarding Persons In Need of Supervision (PINS), the adopted budget lifts-up children and families by ending 

the use of non-secure detention for PINS youth while maintaining access to diversion and respite services to 

prevent PINS filings in family court. Counties can continue to rely on open-ended child welfare funding from 

the State to provide important preventive services that strengthen families and support vulnerable youth. 

 

Also included are reforms that benefit youth who remain in the adult criminal justice system. The bills eliminate 

money bail for most misdemeanor and low-level felony charges, require that prosecutors turn over all evidence 

more quickly, and address some barriers to speedy trial. See our press release from the Raise The Age NY 

Campaign. 
 

INCLUDED: Family First Transition Fund. The fund is a public-private partnership that supports county 

efforts to strengthen, support, and expand family-based foster care – especially with relatives – so that scarcity 

of appropriate family-based homes is never the reason children are placed in residential care. This fund will 

help the state achieve the goals of the Family First Prevention Services Act, a federal law that allows foster care 

funding to pay for preventive services that help keep families together and emphasizes placements with 

relatives and foster families. The fund incentivizes the reinvestment of savings gained from relying less on 

group homes and institutions, which are needed, but cannot be places where children grow-up. Read more 

about the Family First Transition Fund and CHAMPS-NY, a coalition led by Families Together and the 

Schuyler Center. 
 

http://raisetheageny.com/2019/statement-on-2020-budget
http://raisetheageny.com/2019/statement-on-2020-budget
http://fosteringchamps.org/family-first-transition-fund/
http://fosteringchamps.org/family-first-transition-fund/
http://fosteringchamps.org/family-first-transition-fund/
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INCLUDED: Funding for Alternative Discipline Training in Schools. $3,000,000 was allocated for 

alternative discipline grants developed by the Commissioner of Education to address schools with high numbers 

of student suspensions or exclusions through restorative justice techniques, therapeutic crisis intervention, staff 

training on alternative discipline, and trauma informed education. 

 

INCLUDED: 1650 Funding (Family Peer Support): With the July implementation date for Medicaid-billable 

Family Peer Services, FTNYS was concerned that state-aid would be scaled back and as a result, FPS programs 

would be challenged to remain financially viable.  As such, we reached out to the administration to assure 

funding (at appropriate levels) would continue and have received assurances that OMH is committed to 

maintain that funding and offer further financial support for the transition to Medicaid Manage Care. Family 

Peer Support Programs have long relied on aid-to-localities funding for general operating funds. Program code 

1650 is the code dedicated to the service. With Medicaid billable FPS in affect since this July, we've been 

stressing to OMH that the 1650 funding should be maintained regardless of projected Medicaid 

reimbursements.  

 

LEFT OUT: 2.9% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for human service workers. Critical to addressing 

the staffing crisis facing human service nonprofits, advocates fought tirelessly for pay raises across the board, 

but state leaders failed to include the full COLA. Instead, they offer a 2% increase for low-paid direct care 

workers in the mental health and developmental disabilities systems. While disappointed, the coalition of 

advocates has grown substantially during this session and stand prepared to fight even harder in the next 9 

months. 

 

LEFT OUT: Child Health Plus Eligibility for Children and Family Treatment and Support 

(CFTS) Services. Families Together and the Coalition for Children's Behavioral Health proposed granting the 

386,807 children under Child Health Plus eligibility for the new CFTS services. While the Senate was receptive 

and we had some success with Assembly one-house, a crowded field resulted in the proposal being left out of 

the final budget deal. Non-Medicaid families who cannot afford private insurance continues to be an area of 

concern for our network and so we will continue to work to elevate this proposal for next year.  

 

LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS: 

Behavioral Health: 

SIGNED INTO LAW: S.4356 (Ortt) /A.6186 

(Gunther), known as the Mental Health and 

Substance Use Disorder Parity Report Act, 
requires insurers and health plans to submit data 

relevant to behavioral health insurance parity to the 

Department of Financial Services and the 

Commissioner of Health and make that information 

available to consumers.  

Status: FTNYS and its membership advocated strongly in support of this legislation, including strategic 

leadership, extensive legislative visits and press engagement. The bill was signed by the Governor.  

https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/families-organizations-fear-gov-cuomo-will-veto-bill-to-stop-healthcare-

discrimination 

 

Parity has been law for 12 years. However, the insurance industry continues to avoid compliance with federal 

and state parity laws. When enacted, this bill will provide us with the data we need to scrutinize their level of 

compliance and help oversight agencies hold them accountable. While families and individuals filing 

complaints on a case-by-case basis will remain critical for enforcement of the law, this legislation will shift 

more responsibility back onto insurance companies. 

 

 

https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/families-organizations-fear-gov-cuomo-will-veto-bill-to-stop-healthcare-discrimination
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/families-organizations-fear-gov-cuomo-will-veto-bill-to-stop-healthcare-discrimination
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PASSED LEGISLATURE: Two bills, A.7246 (Rosenthal)/ S.5935 (Harckham) and A.2904 (Quart) 

/S.4808 (Harckham), removes substantial barriers to receiving life-saving medication to treat substance 

use disorders (SUDs) by removing prior authorizations for buprenorphine, methadone and naltrexone in 

Medicaid and commercial insurance, respectively. This ensures that New Yorker’s can access the 

medications they need to treat their substance use disorders without unnecessary administrative delays.  

Status: FTNYS writes in support. The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

Youth Justice  

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A8315 (Lentol) / S6550 (Bailey). The bill amends the criminal procedure law 

to permit an accessible magistrate to remove any juvenile offender or adolescent offender to the family 

court, with the consent of the prosecutor, at the initial court appearance.  
Status: FTNYS writes in support. The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 
 

Under current law, accessible magistrates hearing cases for youth off-hours are not authorized to remove a case 

to the family court at the initial appearance, even if all parties agree that the case should not proceed in adult 

criminal court. This bill would grant these judges the authority to remove cases when all parties are in 

agreement. It will eliminate the need for unnecessary and burdensome next-day appearances before a Youth 

Part judge, which are a waste of court resources and a hardship on young people and their families. 

 

This bill is necessary in light of the number of youth arraignments that occur off-hours, when the Youth Part is 

not in session.  Permitting adolescents to have the court’s removal decisions made at that first appearance will 

reduce the number of times a young person and their family miss school, take a day off from work, coordinate 

child care, travel to court, and manage other hardships inherent to appearing in court. Since these removals 

would only occur with consent, there is no prejudice to the parties.  The courts, attorneys – and most 

importantly the young people and their families – stand to save significant time and resources with this change.   

 

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A7584 (Lentol) / S6347 (Bailey), amends and clarifies criminal procedure law 

to ensure that cases that result in a conviction of a petty offense still fall within the meaning of sealing 

provisions in the statute, regardless of the original arrest charge.  

Status: FTNYS writes in support. The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

This amendment is necessary to correct the current misinterpretation of the law, whereby most law enforcement 

agencies, including the Division of Criminal Justice Services and local police departments, distinguish between 

cases where an accused is arrested on a top charge that is a violation or traffic infraction, and those where the 

top charge is a misdemeanor or felony offense, but the accused is later convicted only of a traffic infraction or 

violation.  The bill would permit sealing of petty offenses at the local law enforcement level, regardless of the 

top-charge at arrest.   
 

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A7939 (Jaffee) / S6475 (Bailey) amends the family court act to remove the 

“veto” power of complainants over adjustment in juvenile delinquency cases. Instead, it would require 

probation to consider the opinion of the complainant and the community when determining whether adjustment 

would be appropriate.  This change in law better balances the interests of those involved, and has the potential 

to expand opportunities for adjustment for youth in delinquency proceedings, who have an opportunity to avoid 

further court involvement.   

Status: FTNYS writes in support. The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 
STALLED IN LEGISLATURE: A2500 (Aubry) /S1623 (Sepúlveda), known as the the Humane 

Alternatives to Long-Term (HALT) Solitary Confinement Act, would create program-based alternatives, 

restrict criteria for placement, and end the practice of long-term isolated confinement by restricting its use to no 

more than 15 days. It would also ban special populations from isolated confinement including youth under 21 

and people with a mental, physical or medical disability.  
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Status: FTNYS writes in support. The legislation had enough sponsors in each house to pass but was not 

brought to the floor for a vote. In lieu of legislation, the Governor and the legislature announced an agreement 

to address solitary confinement through administrative action. As noted in our Raise the Age implementation 

update below, we have submitted a letter request more detailed information about this plan, especially as it 

pertains to youth in Adolescent Offender (AO) facilities.  

 

Child Welfare 
PASSED LEGISLATURE: A.8060-A (Jaffee) /S.6427-A (Montgomery), amends New York state policies 

on the Statewide Central Register of Child Abuse and Maltreatment by raising the standard of proof for 

maltreatment needed to indicate a case, mandate that SCR records are conditionally sealed after 8 to 12 years so 

that parents can access more employment opportunities, and make the process for parents to challenge their 

inclusion in the SCR more fair and efficient by improving court procedures and allowing them to present 

evidence of rehabilitation, where applicable. Status: FTNYS writes in support: The bill has not yet been sent to 

the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

All states maintain records of child abuse and neglect, often in statewide databases that are known as central 

registries.  Unlike many states, in New York, a parent can be excluded from certain categories of employment 

for decades based on allegations of abuse or neglect that may never make it to court or be substantiated by a 

judge. Parents who have faced these allegations are listed on the SCR for up to ten years after their youngest 

child turns 18—which could be as many as 28 years. The process for getting off the SCR is very difficult, and 

few parents even pursue it. This is especially counterproductive as most cases (over 70%) stem from poverty and 

involve allegations of neglect – not child abuse. 

 

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A.8059 (Jaffee)/ S.6405 (Montgomery) expands the definition of relatives who 

may petition to become a foster parent of a related child placed in foster care with a non-relative to 

include those who are related by blood, marriage, or adoption to a child and also non-related adults who have 

had a positive relationship with the child.  The statute already contains a list of circumstances in addition to 

relationship including that petitions must be filed within one year of removal and no more than six months after 

the petitioner learned of the removal.  

Status: FTNYS writes in support: The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A.569 (Jaffee)/ S.2714 (Savino), requires counties to refer kinship caregivers 

to Office of Children and Family Services kinship programs that provide critical services, including 

assistance with kinship public benefits, caregiving options such as formal relative foster care, and other needed 

supports.  

Status: FTNYS writes in support: The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A.4256A (Hevesi)/ S.4809A (Persaud), allows for parents and non-parent 

caretakers of households to exclude a child with unearned income from the filing unit. Currently, Social 

Services Law section 131-c requires that the income of siblings and half-sibling be included.  For example, if a 

half-sibling has death benefits from their father then their half-sibling who does not have the same father cannot 

get a child-only grant because the death benefit is deemed available.  Exclusion of siblings would allow 

applications to NOT include a sibling with income.  This would also apply to caregivers on public assistance 

who would be able to get a separate child-only grant rather than putting the child on their own grant. 

Status: FTNYS writes in support: The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

PASSED LEGISLATURE: A.1239 (Jaffee)/ S.3248 (Salazar), recognizes that “persons possessing a 

lawful order of custody” have the authority, like a legal guardian, to make medical decision for children 

in their care.  In New York State, grandparents, other relatives, and family friends provide care for an 

estimated 195,000 children not living with their parents, with less than 3,700 of these children in foster care. 

The most common kinship legal arrangement is legal custody. However, the custody order must expressly grant 
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medical decision making authority because no statute provides the authority. Challenges to a legal custodian’s 

decision making authority regarding medical care have steadily increased by medical providers due to liability 

concerns. This law would codify tha authority for both existing and future legal custodians.  

Status: FTNYS writes in support: The bill has not yet been sent to the Executive Chamber for review. 

 

RAISE THE AGE IMPLEMENTATION: 
While the Governor’s RTA Implementation Task Force Summary (due on August 1) reportedly highlights the 

effectiveness of the new law (9 months in) and asserts the state is ready for phase two (17 year-olds) on October 

1st, it has not yet been released.  We will review the report in its entirety once released and weigh in 

accordingly.   

 

In the meantime, our work on Phase Two of RTA is also underway.  We have been meeting with key legislators 

and the Executive to discuss the most optimal route of introducing two bills, one to raise the lower age of 

juvenile delinquency jurisdiction from 7 to 12 and the other, strengthening protections under the youthful 

offender law to create a new “Young Adult Status” covering youth up to age 25.”  We have a meeting later this 

week with the Executive staff to follow up.   

 

In addition, FTNYS is working in conjunction with RTA partners to weigh in with the Executive and 

Commissioners of OCFS, Corrections, Mental Health and the Attorney General to make to the case for 

immediately ending the use of solitary confinement (also referred to as Adolescent Offender Segregation Unit).  

Our action came after FTNYS flagged a media report describing the horrific experience of a severely mentally 

ill seventeen-year old male who was confined at the Hudson Correctional Facility.  
 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FAMILY FIRST 

PREVENTION SERVICES ACT (FFPSA) 

The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA), signed into 

law in early 2018, represents a fundamental shift in the national 

approach to child welfare. Recognizing the importance of family in 

child development, federal law now emphasizes the importance of 

both keeping children safely with their families whenever possible, 

and ensuring that children are in family-based care when foster 

care becomes necessary.  

 

In addition to allowing federal foster care funding to be used to 

support preventive services that keep families together, the new 

law also reforms federal financing to prioritize family-based foster 

care over residential care by limiting federal reimbursement for 

certain residential placements. The law also allows federal foster 

funding to support evidence-based kinship navigator programs.  

 

In order to ensure that FFPSA implementation is effective, New 

York State and its counties must be proactive: the state should 

prepare now by improving policies and practices to recruit, retain 

and strengthen foster and kinship families and evaluate its current use of residential care. 

 

 

Why implementing this law is important.  

Research has shown that loving, supportive families – whether birth, kin, foster or adoptive – are critical to the 

 
 

Families Together in New York State 
and the Schuyler Center for Analysis 

and Advocacy are proud to co-lead 

CHAMPS-NY. CHAMPS -which stands 

for Children Need Amazing Parents– is a 

policy campaign focused nationally and in 

states to ensure bright futures for kids in 

foster care by promoting the highest 

quality parenting.  

 

CHAMPS aims to spur policy change in 

25 states over five years and enhance the 

public’s understanding about the vital role 

that foster parents, including kinship 

caregivers, play in a child’s life. 
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healthy development of all children. This is especially true for children who enter foster care – an experience 

that is preceded by the trauma of separation from family and followed by the uncertainty of new surroundings 

and new expectations. In these circumstances, it is well established that most children do better when placed 

with a relative or close family friend, or, if none are appropriate, in a supportive family-based setting.  

Despite this, across New York State family-based care, including relative foster care, continues to be 

underutilized. In fact, when New York City is excluded, New York has some of the highest non-family 

placement rates in the country with counties outside of NYC placing, on average, 24% of children in residential 

care compared to the national average of 12%. And the practice of engaging relatives as foster parents also 

varies greatly around the state – while 30.5% of children in foster care in New York City live with relatives, 

only 12.7% of children in foster care in upstate New York live with relatives.  

 

Family-based settings are not only important for a child’s development and well-being, but are also cost-

effective for counties.  High usage of residential care versus family-based care comes at a significant cost to 

counties, with typical non-family placements costing hundreds of dollars a day per child. With some strategic 

support, New York’s counties can begin to shift their practice, to recruit, support and retain more dedicated 

foster families, including relatives, and ensure that more children who enter foster care are well-supported in 

families.  

 

Now is the time for the New York to prepare.  
New York State opted to delay implementation for two years in order to promote practice change and 

restructure our child welfare system. To help jumpstart implementation during this period, CHAMPS-NY 

proposed the Family First Transition Fund, a multi-year private-public partnership meant to support county-led 

efforts to improve their use of family-based and relative foster care and support innovation in recruitment, 

support and retention of these families. Last legislation session, the enacted state budget included $3 million 

with $600,000 in-kind match from private foundations to provide expert technical assistance to every county in 

the state. State and private partners have launched robust TA to counties and voluntary foster care agencies. 

With a focus toward less costly family-based placements, counties like Onondaga were able to increase the 

percentage of children in family-based and relative foster homes from 55% to 73%, while simultaneously 

decreasing the percentage of children in congregate care, resulting in significant savings that were partially 

reinvested toward permanency-oriented services. Thanks to the transition fund and efforts led by the NYS 

Office of Children and Families, the rest of the New York State counties are embarking on a similar process. 

Renewing the Family First Transition Fund for this next phase of implementation will be critical to the 

successful implementation of Family First.  

 

Other ways the state can prepare for Family First 

Restructure the Kinship Guardian Assistance Program (KinGAP) funding stream.  

KinGAP is an important permanency option designed for a foster child to achieve a permanent placement with a 

committed adult who had been the child’s foster parent for at least six months. The foster child does not have to 

be free for adoption in order for Kinship Guardianship Assistance to be provided. However, both “return home” 

and “adoption” must be ruled out as permanency options for the child. This means a child’s parental rights need 

not be terminated to achieve Kinship Guardianship Assistance. 

 

This program provides financial support and in most cases medical coverage for the child, beginning with the 

child’s discharge from foster care to the guardian. The level of financial support is similar to the maintenance 

payments received while the child was in foster care. 

 

Despite the similarity of these maintenance payments to adoption subsidies, they are still funded through the 
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state Foster Care Block Grant, creating a financial barrier for counties to utilize the important option. We 

recommend that the state structure KinGAP subsidy payments in a manner similar to adoption subsidies, outside 

of the capped Foster Care Block Grant. The current structure caps the counties’ ability to pay and limits the use 

of this important permanency option for children. 

 

Adopt the Title IV-e prevention option and define eligibility as broadly as possible.  

The Family First Prevention Services Act allows for federal foster funding to be spend on prevention services 

that aim to keep families together, including substance use and mental health treatment programs for birth 

parents. New York State has made robust investments in prevention services that have played a major role in 

driving down overall foster care placements. However, they are currently limited to a narrow scope of 

eligibility, specifically children at “imminent risk of removal.” We believe that while expanding our eligibility 

to a definition that covers more at-risk youth might cost more in the short-term, it will ultimately serve families 

more effectively and will support the overall goals of keeping families together safely.  

 

Provide Timely Parental and Child Legal Representation: In addition to the Family First Transition Fund, 

Families Together and other state and local partners recognize the importance of another major change made at 

the federal level: federal reimbursement of high quality parental and child legal representation. On December 

19, 2018, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) made clear that Title IV-E, the federal 

entitlement program for child welfare services, could now be used to pay for legal support to children and 

parents who are involved with the child welfare system. Due to this simple change, states can now through 

federal foster care funding benefit from a 50% match on expenses related to parental and child legal 

representation in child welfare proceedings. This is a timely change as the state court system has already begun 

considering restructuring their approach to this issue.  

 

In her February 6, 2018 State of Our Judiciary address, Chief Judge Janet DiFiore announced the creation of the 

Unified Court System’s Commission on Parental Legal Representation. Charged with examining the current 

state of mandated Family Court representation, the twenty members of the Commission held public hearings 

across the state, considered advice from experts and sought input from members of the judiciary, parents, panel 

attorneys, and institutional providers. 

 

In its interim report released a year later, the Commission concludes that a complete transformation is urgently 

needed in New York’s publicly funded system of parental representation in child welfare matters. They 

recommended parents provided with timely and relevant information about the right to counsel, that parents be 

granted access to counsel during a child protective agency investigation and sufficiently in advance of the first 

court appearance, and that the State pay for all associated costs.  

 

Additionally, an interdisciplinary approach to parental legal representation in New York City is becoming 

increasingly seen as a national model. An interdisciplinary legal team comprised of a parent- advocate, a social 

worker, and an attorney has resulted in fewer foster care placements, shorter time in foster care, and stronger 

connections to birth families and relatives. If Office of Court Administration (OCA), and the Office of Children 

and Families (OCFS) can develop a plan to best leverage the federal match and expand this practice model 

across the state, this could be a historic opportunity to transform the child welfare system. 
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SAMHSA RELEASES THEIR 2018 RESULTS FROM THE NATIONAL SURVEY ON 

DRUG USE AND HEALTH (NSDUH) 

The federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration has recently released  their National 

Survey on Prescription Drug Use and Health survey results from 2018. NSDUH provides estimates of the use of 

illegal substances, alcohol, and tobacco, as well as mental disorders, treatment, and co-occurring substance use 

and mental disorders in the United States. NSDUH data also help to identify the extent of substance use and 

mental illness among different sub-groups; estimate trends over time; and determine the need for treatment 

services. Below are some highlights, including some concerning graphs that shows alarming increases in 

incidents of major depressive episodes and suicide among adolescents and young adults. See the full report 

here: https://www.samhsa.gov/data/nsduh/reports-detailed-tables-2018-NSDUH 

 

Summary: Mental Health Issues in the United States in 2018  

• Serious mental illness increased in adults (18 and older)  

• Significant increases in major depression and severe impairment associated with major depression were 

observed in adolescents (12-17 y.o.) and young adults (18-25 y.o.). These findings were higher than in adults > 

26.  

• Significant increases in suicidality were observed in 18-25 y.o.  

• Co-occurring substance use and mental disorders are common.  

• Use of one substance—alcohol or other illicit substances-- is strongly correlated with polysubstance use and 

with major depression and serious mental illness underscoring the need to screen for all substances as well as 

mental disorders when evaluating a person identifying a substance problem or a mental health issue, and to treat 

all cooccurring disorders  

• Substance use disorders increase risk for suicidality.  

• The large gap in treatment need continues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.samhsa.gov/data/nsduh/reports-detailed-tables-2018-NSDUH
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS AT THE BOARD OF REGENTS AND STATE EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT  

 

State Education Department Commissioner MaryEllen Elia Resigns.  

While wish former Commissioner Eli well in her next venture, many mental health advocates share a sense of 

loss as her embrace of the mental health in schools curriculum development represented a major breakthrough 

between the mental health and education systems. We wish her well and hope that momentum she helped set in 

motion continues. 

 

Education commissioner to step down next month. Times Union. 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/State-Education-Commissioner-Elia-to-resign-

14096616.php?utm_campaign=timesunion_breakingnews_20190715&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=e

mail 

 

Announcement: Commission to Reassess the Regents Exams Requirements 
Announced in July, a commission convened by state Board of Regents Chancellor Betty A. Rosa will meet this 

fall to examine — among other questions — "to what degree requiring passage of Regents exams improves 

student achievement, graduation rates and college readiness." Establishing this commission has been a long-

standing goal of the Multiple Pathways to a Diploma coalition, which FTNYS and Youth Power! are supporting 

members.  

 

The coalition aims to develop pathways to a high school diploma beyond relying on high stakes testing which 

many experts in education believe works against students who do not perform well on tests, does not support 

deeper learning generally, while exerting that there many other ways for students to demonstrate mastery of the 

state curriculum. To help improve graduation rates, the Education Department, at the behest of the coalition, has 

made significant improvements such as completion of a capstone project, the "4+1"program which enables 

students to pass four required Regents exams and take an advanced course to meet the fifth assessment 

requirement, dropping passing grade curves from 66 percent to 55 percent, and allowing school district's 

superintendent to approve diplomas for students with disabilities who score below that threshold. 

 

We will monitor this development closely.  

 

Rethinking the Regents exams in New York, Times Union: 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Rethinking-the-regents- 

14113455.php?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Timesunion_DailyBrief 

On Notice: For past 10 years, New York has been on federal watch list for special education deficiencies 

While this may not come as a surprise to the many families and young people in our network, The New York 

State Board of Regents expressed shock when notified that the state has for 10 years been on a federal watch list 

for failing to serve kids with learning disabilities. According to the report, 44 of the just under 700 schools 

districts faily to meet the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). These 

measures include graduation rates, test scores, parental involvement, suspension rates and whether a child is in 

the “least restrictive environment.” 

 

New York is on federal watch list for special education deficiencies. Times Union. 

https://blog.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/286141/new-york-is-on-federal-watch-list-for-special-education-

deficiencies/ 
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