
Event: 2024 Empower Youth Success & 2024 NYS Community Schools Resilience & Equity 

Conference 

The Finger Lakes Community Schools Resilience & Equity Conference has expanded statewide! 

Join superintendents, principals, community school directors, administrators, teachers, 

students, family members, community partners, university partners, elected officials, funders, 

state agency representatives, health and mental health providers, school board members, and 

others at the: 

  

2024 NYS Community Schools Resilience & Equity Conference 

  

Bring your community school teams for this collaborative and transformative experience. 

Engage with state and national experts, including: 

• Dr. Kent McIntosh, Philip H. Knight Chair of Special Education and Director, Educational 

and Community Supports, University of Oregon; Co-Director, National Center on PBIS 

• Abe Fernández, Vice President, Collective Impact; Director, National Center for 

Community Schools and friends from the NCCS team 

• Wade Norwood, Chief Executive Officer, Common Ground Health; Member, Board of 

Regents  

• Ruth B. Turner, LCSW-R, Deputy Superintendent, Rochester City School District 

Check out the Presenter Bios Here. 

  

Come take a deep dive into Community Schools Essentials, Restorative Practice, and Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Supports in the frame of integrated multi-tiered systems of 

support (MTSS-I). Leave envisioning the bigger picture for the promise of Community Schools in 

New York and in your hometown. Take advantage of add-ons to tour a local community school 

or take a Community Schools 101 pre-session with your team or individually.  

Check out the Agenda Here.  

  

Don't miss this unique opportunity to strengthen your local community schools practice, 

network with other community schools, and increase the visibility of community schools to 

advance the movement across the state. 

Check out the Conference Webpage Here. 

https://www.ftnys.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/EmpowerYouthSuccess2024-2.pdf
https://www.ftnys.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/EmpowerYouthSuccess2024-2.pdf
https://us1.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thruwaycoalition.org%2Fso%2F81OpajM0A%2Fc%3Fw%3D4hsOqrzOF1tk35LbGTAq5YvJhbZwmNCWSZujssnNU4Q.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uZXR3b3JrZm9yeW91dGhzdWNjZXNzLm9yZy9hbm51YWwtY29uZmVyZW5jZS9wcmVzZW50ZXItYmlvLyIsInIiOiJiMTNjMTAyYS00ZGJkLTQ1NDAtYTJmNy1iMGM5NmIzMzYxMzUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ&xid=0aaa79bb1b&uid=1218957&iid=d449b7ffae&pool=cts&v=2&c=1705595208&h=07d5f5bb92cb876eef2ea46d06a7fa6ce4a3455a3ee09d1709ea19569630b6e5
https://us1.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thruwaycoalition.org%2Fso%2F81OpajM0A%2Fc%3Fw%3DpKIHjnIn_R2hwZwz2brVvqSlErPi8xMGe-8ilDJHGas.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uZXR3b3JrZm9yeW91dGhzdWNjZXNzLm9yZy9hbm51YWwtY29uZmVyZW5jZS9hZ2VuZGEvIiwiciI6ImIxM2MxMDJhLTRkYmQtNDU0MC1hMmY3LWIwYzk2YjMzNjEzNSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9&xid=0aaa79bb1b&uid=1218957&iid=d449b7ffae&pool=cts&v=2&c=1705595208&h=827b0afe9c8675820135532988e017339703e708be4cbf45f99e8b7673d081dc
https://us1.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thruwaycoalition.org%2Fso%2F81OpajM0A%2Fc%3Fw%3DiX1gjZUlhT14fGYzuYrzg39tUr4nosX2jrN_YSmfmsE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uZXR3b3JrZm9yeW91dGhzdWNjZXNzLm9yZy9yZXNpbGllbmNlLWVxdWl0eS1jb25mZXJlbmNlLTIwMjQvIiwiciI6ImIxM2MxMDJhLTRkYmQtNDU0MC1hMmY3LWIwYzk2YjMzNjEzNSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9&xid=0aaa79bb1b&uid=1218957&iid=d449b7ffae&pool=cts&v=2&c=1705595208&h=d7cf9fec7a33eaec71795a83d1214226d0be858715e2e93a40f05a1989947f74


 

 

Event: “Got Loss? Navigating the Road to Resiliency with Youth and Families After 

Experiencing Loss” with Central New York Regional Interagency Technical Assistance Team 

(CNY RiTAT) 

As providers, we often witness our clients who experience various losses- some can be majorly 

impactful, while others become an accumulation of losses. In this webinar, we will explore how 

to support youth and families who have experienced loss and how to navigate that with those 

situations post-loss. You will hear about real-life examples of loss that youth and families have 

experienced, how providers were able to guide them, and inclusive approaches to aid in 

authentically engaging clients who have experienced loss. In addition, you will learn about ways 

to maximize engagement while being trauma-informed and grief-informed. Finally, we will 

discuss how grief is related to loss and practical strategies that can be applied.  

Learning Objectives: After attending this webinar, participants will be able to:  

• Identify types of loss, their impact, and their similarities and differences from grief • Hear 

perspectives and ways of navigating conversations regarding loss and best approaches when 

engaging clients who have experienced loss as a barrier • Learn trauma-informed approaches 

to addressing when someone experiences a loss that fosters self-care, self-regulation, and 

autonomy  

This session, led by Bereavement Counselor Mica Gonzalez, is a foundation for future 

discussions on the impact of grief and loss on particular populations. 

Register by email to LindaCNYTeam@aol.com indicate your name, agency, and county Link to 

the training and additional information will be emailed the day before. 

 

Event: Agency 101: Connecting Individuals with Disabilities to Adult Services 

This training offers an overview of primary adult services for middle and high school students 

with disabilities and those who support them. Participants can attend the whole day or choose 

to attend the agency presentations of their choice.  

Participants will: 1. Recognize the various adult service agencies available in NYS and the 

different types of services they provide; 2. Connect students with disabilities and their families 

to essential post-school options and supports; 3. Recognize that appropriate referrals to adult 

State VR services, community agency providers, independent living centers and other 

community systems of support correlates to attaining positive post-secondary outcomes, 

including employment outcomes.  

https://www.ftnys.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/02-15-2024-Got-Loss.pdf
https://www.ftnys.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/02-15-2024-Got-Loss.pdf
https://www.ftnys.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Agency-101-Flyer-03.01.24.pdf


* Please note that we are not able to record this training 

 

Event: Alliance for Rights and Recovery North Country Forum 

Monday, February 26th from 12:00pm to 2:30pm at 7580 Court Street, Elizabethtown, NY, 

12932 

Join the Alliance (formerly NYAPRS) for a regional forum to learn more about Alliance advocacy 

efforts, help us shape our 2024 budget priorities, hear how you can effectively advocate for 

change, and prepare for our upcoming Annual Legislative Day! Topics will include: Workforce 

investments, a regional approach to crisis services, substance use services for people using 

stimulants, and building community resiliency. 

Contact: Traci Ploufe, traci@preventionteam.org or Luke Sikinyi, LukeS@rightsandrecovery.org 

 

Opportunity:  

The newly formed federal Children's Interagency Coordinating Council (CICC) is charged with 

fostering greater coordination and transparency on child policy across federal agencies and 

examining a broad array of cross-cutting issues affecting child poverty and child well-being.  

On behalf of the CICC, the American Institutes for Research is recruiting a diverse group of 20 

individuals with lived experience* (Lived Experience Consultants) to inform and support the 

work of the council. In addition to supporting the work of the CICC, Lived Expert Consultants 

will have the opportunity to inform other work within the Office of Human Service Policy (HSP) 

through the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) within the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

 

Lived Expert Consultants will be invited to: 

• Inform and contribute to strategies and research efforts. 

• Participate in listening sessions, key informant interviews, and/or technical working 

groups.  

• Assist in identifying relevant and innovative federal, state, and community policies, 

programs, and practices.  

• Contribute to the quarterly newsletter. 

• Attend and present at events and meetings (with the possibility of in-person 

convenings). 

• Review and provide feedback on draft materials.  

• Support the dissemination of research.  

mailto:traci@preventionteam.org
mailto:LukeS@rightsandrecovery.org


 

While not required, lived experts with the following background are strongly encouraged to 

apply:   

Experience working with federal, state, and community partners to enhance/improve research, 

policies, and programs focused on children, youth, and families in poverty.   

Experience supporting and/or working directly with children, youth, and families in poverty to 

access resources and/or advocate for systems change.   

 

Potential applicants must be at least 18 years old and be available up to 20 hours from March 

2024 through December 2024. Lived experts will be competitively compensated for their time 

and effort and offered training and support.  

 

The application deadline is Friday, February 23, 2024, at 5 pm EST. Selected candidates will be 

invited to a 30-minute video interview in March and final selections are expected to be 

notified by April.  

 

Interested applicants are welcome to attend one of two informational sessions on Tuesday, 

February 13, 2024 from 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm EST (please click here to register) or Thursday, 

February 15, 2024 from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm EST (please click here to register). 

 

For a copy of the informational session recording or technical assistance with the application, 

please reach out to Gislene Tasayco, gtasayco@air.org.  

 

Thank you for your interest in this opportunity! 

 

*Lived experience, in this context, is defined as individuals (youth/young adults, parents, and 

relative/kinship caregivers) who have direct, first-hand experience with poverty and have 

accessed and/or are eligible for programs and services for children, youth, and families 

experiencing poverty. Poverty, in this context, is defined as not having enough resources to 

meet basic needs. Relevant programs and services include, but are not limited to housing 

vouchers/ assistance, child care subsidies, child support, Head Start, Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program, Free and Reduced-Price School Meals, Food Distribution Program on Indian 

Reservations, Supplemental Security Income program for children and parents with disabilities, 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fair-org.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_StrQiqHiR5qkyBGcbU0Yzg&data=05%7C02%7Cjsemblante%40air.org%7C99ccae4e052e4bce181d08dc221958a7%7C9ea45dbc7b724abfa77cc770a0a8b962%7C0%7C0%7C638422739529939297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hx1q8El4GISLIVj8CkzadcMwUQLTWPE7EOhrTBfLD9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://air-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gBTybRYxRv2yyU_uPHhddg#/registration
mailto:gtasayco@air.org


Women Infant and Children program, Financial Assistance and Social Services, Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families or other cash-assistance programs, Medicaid, and Children’s 

Health Insurance Program. 

 

 

 

Opportunity: 

NYS Youth Justice Peer Advisory Council Now Accepting Applications! 

The YJI is currently seeking applications for the NYS Youth Justice Peer Advisory Council (PAC). 

The PAC's mission is to empower young adults with lived justice system experience to become 

key advisors on youth justice policy and practice development in New York State. Click here for 

a flyer with additional information. Applications accepted on a rolling basis. 

Submit your NYS Youth Justice Peer Advisory Council (PAC) application here. 

 

Opportunity: 

A study for Black/African American youth ages 11 to 17 years old. 

  

Study is by the University of Houston to get the perspectives of Black youth on suicide to better 

understand and prevent suicide among Black youth. Children who take the survey get a $40 

Amazon gift card. More information attached and below. 

  

Why are they doing this study and survey? 

 Suicide attempts among Black youth increased by 73% between 1991 and 2017, while attempts 

among White youth decreased. Additionally, Black youth under 13 years of age are twice as 

likely to die by suicide compared to their White peers. Existing suicide research has primarily 

been done in White samples, thus leaving a gap in our understanding and ability to prevent 

suicide among Black youth.  

  

What does participation involve? If eligible, your child will complete two surveys and do a brief 

interview online (via Zoom). They will receive a $40 gift card to Amazon for their time. 

  

Study Team: The study is led by a team of dedicated principal investigators, Dr. Danielle Busby 

(a Black American licensed clinical psychologist who has been doing work related to Black youth 

and suicide prevention and intervention for over 10 years), Carla Sharp, Jennifer Brown, and 

Ryan Hill. 

  

https://www.albany.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/2023%20PAC%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.albany.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/2023%20PAC%20Flyer.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/NewYorkStateYJI/2023-peer-advisory-council
https://www.ftnys.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/NEW_Study-Advertisement_Phase_2_ONLINE_40.pdf


How does my child sign up? To get started, please scan the QR code to complete the surveys 

on the attached study flyer, or follow this link: 

https://uhpsychology.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a4CqYTkYSnSyAZg 

  

We will follow up with next steps after the screener is completed. If you have any specific 

questions, please reach out to the study coordinator, Estefania at efernan7@cougarnet.uh.edu. 

 

 

Opportunity: Youth Advocate Leadership Academy with YouthMOVE National Peer Support 

Center 

February Cohort: Saturday, February 17th & 24th from 12pm – 8pm ET / 9am – 5pm PT 

Are you a youth or young adult that is passionate about leadership and advocacy? The Youth 

MOVE Peer Center is pleased to offer the Youth Advocate Leadership Academy (YALA) for 

individuals ages 14-29 interested in building their own leadership skills to create positive 

change 

in the world around them. This FREE opportunity includes access to Youth MOVE’s leadership 

curriculum in online training sessions, self-paced learning, and peer group consults. Youth 

MOVE 

has two separate YALA Trainings scheduled for 2024. For additional information, please email 

info@youthmovenational.org. 

 

Benefits: 

Identify individual strengths and grow adaptive leadership skills 

Learn principles of adaptive leadership and practice application in your work 

Access individualized coaching and resources to enhance leadership skills 

Meet and engage with a diverse peer-learning cohort 

Certificate of completion provided to strengthen resume 

 

Opportunity: 

https://uhpsychology.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a4CqYTkYSnSyAZg
mailto:efernan7@cougarnet.uh.edu
mailto:info@youthmovenational.org


Proposed Amendment to Part 590 relating to the Operation of Comprehensive Psychiatric 

Emergency Programs, Part 582 relating to the Operation of Hospitals for Persons with Mental 

Illness and Part 580 relating to the Operation of Psychiatric Inpatient Units of General Hospitals 

  

OMH has filed a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Parts 580, 582 and 590 of Title 14 of the 

NYCRR. The proposed rules further the legislative policy of providing high quality inpatient 

mental health services to individuals with mental illness and to require standard screenings and 

assessments to take place on admission, require active coordination with community and 

residential providers,  and to require comprehensive discharge plans.  

  

The proposed rulemaking was published in the January 24, 2024, State Register on pages 18-20 

(Issue #24). The Register may be viewed at: 

https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2024/01/012424.pdf 

  

Public comment will be accepted through March 25, 2024, and comments may be submitted via 

email to regs@omh.ny.gov. 

 

 

Event:  

“What it takes: Supervising Peer Support Specialists” 

2-Day Virtual Supervision Summit, 9 am – 4 pm on Friday March 15 and Friday March 22, 2024 

The Peer Support Services Technical Assistance Center (PeerTAC) is excited to offer a Virtual 

Summit for Supervisors of Peer Support Services. Join us to learn more about organizational 

development, tools, and strategies for the successful supervision of Peer Support 

Specialists/Advocates across the lifespan. This Summit is intended for program managers, 

supervisors, and peer team leaders in behavioral health programs from across the state. Join us 

to gain wisdom from accomplished leaders in the peer support supervisor community, 

practicing supervision competencies grounded in mutual peer support values, and having frank 

supervisor-to-supervisor discussions focused on effective supervision of the peer support 

workforce. 

 

Opportunity: 

https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2024/01/012424.pdf
mailto:regs@omh.ny.gov


Provide direct feedback through the Master Plan for Aging General Public Survey: 

https://forms.ny.gov/s3/mpasurvey (also attached for reference) 

https://www.ny.gov/new-york-states-master-plan-aging/master-plan-aging-community-

engagement (There were two recent sessions, and more will appear on this page as they are 

scheduled). 

 For people who would like to share their experiences and feedback directly with the MPA 

Subcommittees and Workgroups that are developing recommendations: 

o Email MPA@health.ny.gov and indicate the type of feedback you would like to provide, ask 

how to best reach the appropriate workgroup, and whether you might be able to join a 

workgroup as a member or provide feedback to a current member. 

 

https://forms.ny.gov/s3/mpasurvey
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-states-master-plan-aging/master-plan-aging-community-engagement
https://www.ny.gov/new-york-states-master-plan-aging/master-plan-aging-community-engagement
mailto:MPA@health.ny.gov
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