
A Message from
Paige Pierce, FTNYS CEO:

Dear Friends:

Thank you for joining us for the
2024 Families Together in New
York State Annual Conference,
Building Strong Roots for Success:
Cultivating a Continuum of Care
for Children, Youth & Families!

Just as a sturdy tree requires strong roots to thrive and
grow, our efforts in supporting children, youth, and
families require a solid foundation of care and support.
This year’s theme underscores our commitment to
nurturing this continuum of care to ensure the health and
wellness of our communities for generations to come.

Our conference agenda reflects our ongoing dedication
to fostering a community of empowered family peer
support providers, family advocates, family members,
youth, and professionals in the field of children's
behavioral health. The sessions offered during this
statewide event will provide valuable insights into the
evolving landscape of health and behavioral health
services, emphasizing the importance of integrated care
for our children and families.

We trust that you will find this year's conference
enriching and informative. In addition to gaining
knowledge, we encourage you to take advantage of
networking opportunities and moments of relaxation to
return home reinvigorated and inspired!

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Chapters, and Staff,
we extend our heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your
participation, contributions, and unwavering support.
Thank you for sharing your experiences, your dedication,
and your voice with us and with others.

ConferenceConference
                ProgramProgram



2024 Annual Conference2024 Annual Conference



The 2024 Families Together in New York State Annual Conference features
interactive and educational workshops, an empowering keynote address,
networking opportunities, exhibitors and more. The Annual Conference gives
attendees of all ages the chance to meet new people and gain valuable
information to bring back to their communities. 



Kerri Neifeld, 
Commissioner, NYS Office for People With
Developmental Disabilities

Gail Geohagen-Pratt, 
Deputy Commissioner, Division of Child Welfare and
Community Services, NYS Office of Children and
Family Services

Vanessa Threatte, 
Executive Director, NY Council on Children and
Families

Sarah Kuriakose, PhD, BCBA-D, 
Associate Commissioner, Division of Integrated
Community Services for Children and Families, NYS
Office of Mental Health

Patricia Zuber-Wilson, 
Associate Commissioner, Division of Prevention and
Problem Gambling Services, NYS Office of Addiction
Services and Supports

Bob Moon 
Deputy Commissioner, Division of Community
Program Policy and Management, NYS Office of
Mental Health

Keynote AddressKeynote Address  Panel DiscussionPanel Discussion
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Geraldine Burton, President 
Beth Hurny-Fricano, Vice President            

Buffy Marcil, Secretary
Chuck Allan, Treasurer 

W. Brian Barr
 Taylor Gohkle         

Bob Ireland
Kimberly Kadziolka

Don Lash
 Kasha Morgan
Isaiah Santiago

Shannon Schwarberg
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Paige Pierce, Chief Executive Officer

Melinda Agnew, Family Policy Advisor
Joanna Ahlatis , Workforce Development Specialist
Yasmeen Baxter, Youth Workforce Development
Coordinator
Pam Brannan, Director of Systems Engagement &
Outreach
Daphnne Brown, Deputy Director 
Jessica Cooper, Family Policy Advisor- NYC
Tyrus (TJ) Curtis, Peer Training Coordinator (Family)
Kristen Difilippo, Family Policy Advisor-Rochester
Brad Hansen, Public Policy Director
Kim Kaiser, Director, D.E.I.
Zack Kilmer, Public Policy Youth Coordinator
Ian Kundel, Communications Manager 
Sue Lewis, Family Systems Engagement Coordinator
Precious Lugo, Youth Engagement Specialist
Cameron Macdonald, Communications Director
Carolyn May, Family Policy Advisor- Rensselaer Office
Yvette McIntosh-Sauer, Chief Financial Officer
Frances Prince, Finance Assistant
Camerin Rivera, Youth Program Support Specialist
Laurie Rivera, Project Director
Kristin Rivera, Youth Systems Engagement
Coordinator 
Carrie-Ann Rollier, Director of Workforce
Development
Priscilla Romero, Family Communications
Coordinator
Crystal Rose, Family Workforce Development
Coordinator
Meghann Simpson, Youth Training Coordinator
Aquealah Sumpter, Family Peer Engagement
Advocate-Erie
Justice Walcott, Youth Power Director
Simcha Weinstein, D.E.I. Family Engagement
Coordinator
Cheryl Williams, Public Policy Family Coordinator
Raleighn Williams, Family Policy Advisor- Weschester
Lisa Winters, Family Peer Engagement Advocate-Erie
Yaniel Wynter, DEI Youth Engagement Coordinator 



8:30-9:30PM
LOW MUSIC & ACTIVITIES

9:45-11:00PM
HIGH ENERGY DANCE PARTY



It Starts With You: Step Into Your Future

Siena College, Loudonville, NYSiena College, Loudonville, NY
J U L Y  1 3 - 1 5 ,J U L Y  1 3 - 1 5 , 2 0 2 42 0 2 4

A Message from

Justice Walcott, 
Director of Youth Power
In 2012, the YP Advisory Council established an ambitious goal within our Strategic
Plan: to host The University of Youth Power as a flagship statewide annual event.
This conference, entirely youth-led, offers Youth Peer Advocates (ages 18-30) and
change agents a unique platform to hone their skills and expand their professional
networks through three specialized tracks: Peer Advocacy, Systems Advocacy, or
Recovery Advocacy.

Youth Power, as a youth-led network under Families Together in NYS, takes great pride in planning this event for
and by young leaders across our state. Our YP Advisory Council and dedicated staff collaborate closely with a
working group, sponsors, professors, and esteemed dignitaries to ensure the success of this empowering gathering.

I am thrilled to announce that the University of Youth Power 2024 will be held from July 13-15 at Siena College,
featuring the inspiring theme, "It Starts With You: Step Into Your Future." This event promises overnight
accommodations in apartment-style dormitories and on-campus meals for resident students. Renowned professors
specializing in Disability Rights, Mental Health, Substance Use, Foster Care, Juvenile Justice, Independent Living,
and more will be present to share their expertise.

For registration, scholarship applications, exhibition opportunities, sponsorships, or presentation submissions,
please visit www.ftnys.org/uyp2024 or scan the code below.

As we engage in the 2024 Conference, I invite you to anticipate the exciting prospects awaiting us at the University
of Youth Power 2024. Together, let's forge ahead into a bright future of possibilities!

Justice Walcott



https://qrco.de/bdsYRl
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